E ver wonder where each new day
actually begins? When you visit the
island of Taveuni, Fiji you will quickly
find the answer. The International
Dateline runs right through the middle
of the island. For convenience sake,
the dateline has been moved so that all
the Fiji Islands are under one time zone.

Taveuni is the third largest island in
the 300 plus island group of Fiji. It lies
90 miles northeast of the main island of
Viti Levu. After you arrive on Taveuni,
friendly taxi cab drivers can take you to
the two most popular resorts along the
coast. Both Dive Taveuni and Garden
Island Resort are on the edge of the
Somosomo Strait, where you can find
some of the most beautiful diving in the
world. The foliage along the way to both
resorts is extremely dense and truly
demonstrates what the color green is all
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Fiji's Somosomo
Strait, a circus of life
and color.
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of fish, eels, seasnakes, leaffish and
just about every other animal you
dreamed of finding in Fiji. A typical day
includes two single tank dives; one in
the early morning and, after lunch, a
second, early afternoon dive.

Most of the diving is in currents that
range from a gentle flow to warp
speed. Don’t worry though, the dive-
masters for these resorts have an ex-
cellent understanding of the currents
and tidal exchanges of the Somosomo
Strait, making current diving a breeze.
In fact, if you have any fears about cur-
rent diving, this is the place to rid your-
self of them.

The first and most important part of
learning to dive Taveuni is listening to
the briefing. By giving the divemaster
your attention you will learn how to get
to the bottom, where to go and where
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about. It’s not uncommon to see huge
leafy plants and flowers growing in
the wild, plants you would expect to
see only in expensive greenhouses
stateside.

When you look at a map of the island
you will see that your trip from the air-
port has only scratched the surface of
what Taveuni has to offer. The south-
east coast is lined with dozens of wa-
terfalls, many of which are accessible
through resort tours. One of the better
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tures found in Taveuni, let's move
from fresh water to salt and talk about
the main reason you would probably
come to this peaceful island.

Diving at Taveuni is mainly in the
Somosomo Strait, where the current
exchange brings nutrient filled waters.
This creates an intense environment,
thick with soft corals, hard corals, tons
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Before we look at the other adven-
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e SCUBA ST. LUCIA » ANSE CHASTANET RESORT e

PO Box 7000, Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies ® Telephone (809) 459-7000 Fox (809) 459-7700
For U.S. dive reservations call Go Diving at 800-328-5285 or (612) 931-9101

Call immediately for our color brochure, or contact your favorite travel agent.
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TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS
: BLUE WATER DIVERS
SALT RAKER INN

Great wall diving minutes from Salt Raker beach
Charming 180 yr. old Inn, modern conveniences
Dedicated to divers

6-10divers per boat /
. -
e

Quality service by people who care!

Call 809-946-2260 /21 2817

Turks Head) I .

Fine Grand Turk Mansion biiltCirca g B30
Modern comfort with TV/AGPTVATE DRI
and balconies overlooking the oCEan %

call*x» 809-946-2466

ARAWAK INN

Beachfront with kitchens, each unit ¢an
accommodate up to 4 persons. Dive the
Grand Turk Wall from our beach!

AC, TV, pool. F
and tennis courts at C

FAX 946-2668

8099462666 809-946-2277

Fax : 809-946-2279
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TAVEUNI, FiJI

tration of animal life there is a tendency to
maximize your first dive and see as much
as possible. Regardless of your diving
background, use the first dive to shake
down your equipment and diving tech-
niques. This will make the remainder of
your dives a dream. Once you master
current diving, you will wonder why you
ever had any concerns.

Conditions in the Somosomo Strait are
very diverse. The bottom is quite different
on each of the 20 plus dive spots and in-
cludes everything from bommies, slopes,
walls, canyons, caves and flat bottoms.
The reef itself is called Rainbow Reef
and you will understand why as soon as
you jump into the water. Soft corals thrive

TAVEUNI DIVE OPERATORS

Dive Taveuni Resort
(011) 679-880-441
(011) 679-880-466 (fax)

(011) 679-880-286/254
(011) 679-880-288 (fax)

here and come in every size, shape and
color you can imagine.

If you like leaffish, you should look on
the backside of the bommies, where the
current is at a minimum. They usually
prefer calmer conditions, where they can
sit and pose for photographers. Fish
have the same problems as divers, so
they hang around these areas to rest and
pick up food that swirls into them. We
have also seen many cleaning stations
here, which always provide great photo
opportunities.

As you swim along you may see an or-
ange glow on the side of the bommie.
This is actually an anemone reacting like
some of the fluorescent corals found in
Fiji. When we saw our first fluorescing
anemone we thought is was unique to
the area, then we found even more on
the next dive. What really seemed
strange was that the clownfish them-
selves seem to glow just like the
anemones. Confirming this sounds like a
good excuse to make another trip to
Taveuni, although most any excuse to
dive there is acceptable!

One of the most famous dive sites off
Taveuni is the Great White Wall, a huge
wall of white soft corals. The visibility here
is excellent and makes for outstanding
wide angle photography. Another favorite
of photographers is Annie’s Bommie,
where the soft coral rainbow colors are in
full effect. Other favorites describe the site
with their name: Barracuda Point, Fish
Factory, Cabbage Patch, The Ledge,



Blue Ribbon Eel Reef and Small White
Wall. The problem is which one to dive.
Each has its own special attractions,
guaranteed to please.

Okay, let's look at what else you can do
at Taveuni. If diving isn't enough you can
explore a warrior burial cave ina 1,200

GETTING THERE

Flights to Fiji are available through
Air Pacific and Qantas. The nonstop

Air Pacific flight from Los Angeles to
Fiji's International Airport in Nadi is ap-
proximately 10 hours. Taveuni can be
reached via a short, one hour flight, ar-
ranged through a local carriers, Air Fiji.

Air Pacific

(800) 227-4446

Qantas

(800) 227-4500

Air Fiji

(800)677-4277

(310) 670-7302

foot lava tube or maybe take advantage of
some of the best birdwatching in the Fiji
Islands. Other attractions include Lake
Tagimaucia in an old crater high in the
mountains, a rock waterslide near the
Garden Island Resort or a visit to some of
the friendly local villages. If you are a true
sport enthusiast, you can go horseback
riding, use paddle boats or hike the many
trails around Taveuni. If it's starting to look
as if you'll need to stay two weeks to truly
enjoy this dive trip, you may be right.
That's why so many Taveuni divers retumn
year after year. If you have not been to
Taveuni, be sure to put it high on your pri-
ority list. You won't regret it. &

PADI’S SIXTH CAREER

DEVELOPMENT CENTER

The Dive Station/Florida Diving Insti-
tute in Orlando, Florida is the sixth PADI
dive center to receive the Five Star
Career Development Center Charter
Member rating. This guarantees that
students receive a complete vocational
curriculum that will prepare them for a
career in diving. Anyone interested in be-
coming an instructor will also be interest-
ed in the pre- and post instructor training
and most importantly, the job placement
services that a PADI CDC offers stu-
dents. For more information on becom-
ing a PADI instructor, contact The Dive
Station/Florida Diving Institute, 3465
Edgewater Drive, Orlando, Florida
32804 or phone (407) 843-3483, (800)
282-3328, fax (407) 849-1427, e-mail
kamfdi@aol.com. =&
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BECOME A

PADI IN STRUCTOR

Instructor Development Orlan
Course Fee Includes: [1

FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE, INC.

nd Weight Belts a Division of THE DIVE STATION
* %% &% PADI 5 STAR IDC
KEITH MATTSON, 3465 Edgewater Drive / Orlando, FL 32804
Course Director 15561 FAX (407) 849-1427
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